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European policy of the Hamburg Senate: Hamburg helping to shape decisions
To take an active part in the shaping of European processes of decision, while at the same time continuing to press on with the process of European integration – these are the goals of the Senate’s European policy, as presented today by the Senate’s delegate to the Federal Government and the European Union, state councillor Reinhard Stuth.
“Europe is developing in an increasingly dynamic way – especially since the accession of the ten new member states. Hamburg should benefit from this.  For this reason the Senate has adjusted the main emphases of its European policy to current developments, with a special focus on seven specific areas,” the state councillor explained.
1. Strengthening the position of Hamburg as an economic centre
As a port and logistics centre, as a metropolis for the media and the service industry and an international air traffic hub, Hamburg will only be able to benefit in future from its economic strengths, and continue to develop them, if the city’s specific interests are actively fed into the process of European legislation, as state councillor Stuth spelt it out. “Hamburg’s European policy is not just trying to combat European directives that lead to a distortion of the competition,” Stuth said. “It is rather the case that we are taking steps to make the strengths of our industry better known in Europe.” As an example he referred to the air traffic industry: Hamburg is the third biggest centre for this industrial sector worldwide. Stuth pointed to an event that took place in Paris in October last year, when Hamburg gave a presentation on its cooperative arrangements with the two French air traffic and space travel zones, Midi-Pyrénées and Aquitaine, to an audience of high-ranking professional specialists. Important themes for 2005 are the liberalisation of the services market and the redrafting of laws relating to chemicals on the basis of European regulations. These will have major implications for Hamburg companies.  

2. Strengthening Hamburg’s position as a centre for science and public health 
“Hamburg and its Metropolitan Region constitute an important centre for science and research. With matters of public health becoming increasingly subject to European standards, the Senate hopes to take advantage of this development in order to make the quality offered by the region still better known on an international scale. The Norgenta agency for instance, jointly founded by Hamburg and Schleswig-Holstein, is contributing to the improved networking of research facilities, health institutions and Hamburg companies working in this sector, both locally and on a European level,” the state councillor explained. As a further example, Stuth pointed to the involvement of Hamburg colleges and universities, as well as non-academic research institutes, in the EU’s Sixth Framework Programme for Research, with something like two hundred projects successfully implemented and a financial budget of around 26 million euros. “The Framework Programme, which continues up to 2006, is however especially dedicated to the support of large-scale projects. Hamburg is working on the Federal Council to ensure that the new Framework Programme will also take smaller innovative projects into account.”   
3. Improving European transport connections
As a port and logistics centre, as a metropolis for the service industry and a major tourist destination, Hamburg constitutes an node and an interface both between the North and the South and between Eastern and Western Europe. An important goal of the Senate’s European policy in this area is to bring about fair conditions of competition, especially in the freight transport market.
4. Improving international cooperation in the areas of justice and internal affairs     
It is the declared aim of Hamburg’s European policy to join the member states of the European Union in their fight against terrorism. This is why the Senate is supporting the Council’s decision of June last year to set up a visa information system through which visa data may be exchanged between member states. This should make an effective contribution to combating both terrorism and organised crime.
5. Intensification of cooperation in the Baltic region
“With its well developed network of worldwide relations, Hamburg serves as a hub for the entire Baltic area. With the Baltic coastal countries Poland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania joining the EU, new prospects and opportunities for Hamburg will result,” state councillor Stuth explained. Hamburg, he went on to say, hopes to continue to exploit the potential of this European growth area, while ensuring that its interests are given a hearing by the responsible European institutions. For this reason, relations with the Baltic coastal countries and with north-western Russia will continue to be intensified.

6. Strengthening the European role of the Metropolitan Region of Hamburg

The Senate has adopted the aim of strengthening the strategic positioning of the Metropolitan Region of Hamburg in the global competitive market of the different regions. One aspect of this is Hamburg’s planned accession to the European cooperative association of metropolitan regions, METREX.

7. Encouraging the process of European integration
“If we are to be successful in shaping European integration, people must take a still greater interest in Europe. This is why the Senate is counting on active publicity work in support of its European policy. One result of this is that next year the Europawoche [European Week] is being organised differently. Instead of a festival being held at the Rathausmarkt [City Hall Market], there will be a one-day festive function in the Rathaus [City Hall] with the Europawoche following on from this,” said Stuth. The Senate will be staging further functions as well to keep citizens informed about topical European issues.
Contact:
Senatskanzlei, Staatliche Pressestelle
Pressereferentin
Ruth Volkmann
Tel: (040)428 31-2155
Fax: (040)428 31-2180
E-Mail: ruth.volkmann@sk.hamburg.de
German source:

http://fhh.hamburg.de/stadt/Aktuell/pressemeldungen/2005/januar/04/2005-01-04-pr-europapolitik.html 
